


During our 2007/08 year, Change for Children projects reached just over 86,000 people with their educational and health 
programs, awareness raising campaigns, infrastructure development and support, and capacity building initiatives. 02  - CFCA Annual Report 2008



Our work and our world

This past year marks thirty-three years of supporting solutions towards the creation of just 
and sustainable communities and achieving rights for all people.

Change for Children closed the 2007/08 year with a strong record of accomplishments 
thanks to the active participation of hundreds of individuals and organizations. An increase 
in partnerships both here in Canada and internationally yielded incredible results in the 
area of children’s rights, water access, environmental health and gender specific 
initiatives.

Many children and women the world over have less mobility due to poverty which impacts 
their ability to participate in decision making processes that shape their lives. Change 
for Children works to change this through supporting communities on their own paths 
toward sustainable human development. 

Our role in this change is to share in our collective wealth, not as charity, but as support to 
communities who are addressing the root causes of poverty and providing alternatives.  
Our approach at home is to engage as many networks as possible in this work, provide 
tools, opportunities and information for participation.  This year the response from indi-
viduals, businesses, government and organizations has been incredible with new funding 
and new means to continue our projects and programs.  

Change for Children’s governance model has also been examined in this fiscal year and an 
evaluation of all aspects of the organization was a key priority.  Through strategic planning 
the Board of Directors has shifted to a more policy focused governance model and reaf-
firmed its commitment to strengthening relationships and mobilizing resources.

Active volunteer committees ensure efficiency and accountability so that we can effective-
ly use all resources and channel such vibrant collective work into powerful impacts!
Thank you for your contribution to our work and furthering our vision of supporting hu-
man dignity, healthy communities and global justice.  

Sharon Strong
Board President-Change for Children Association

Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. 
It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to 
dignity and a decent life . . . 

                         - Nelson Mandela
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FUNARTE (Foundation ART!) and its partner organization in Nicaragua INPRHU (the Institute for Human Promotion) directly 
reached over 1000 children living in poverty with their cultural programs this year. This project also includes a national media 
campaign promoting the rights of the child, whose message reached over 20,000 Nicaraguans this year alone.04  - CFCA Annual Report 2008



Working for change

Realizing Women’s Rights

Change for Children’s partners and projects demonstrate the power and importance of 
working with women for community development.  By encouraging women’s education, 
literacy, economic development and health, whole communities are transformed.

Creating Healthy Communities 

Improving community health is critical to breaking the cycle of poverty. CFCA partners 
work with communities to develop rights based health care solutions that are accessible, 
affordable and long term.

Transforming Children’s Realities

For children to fully participate in community development, their basic rights must be met.  
CFCA partners work to eradicate poverty and ensure children have access to education, 
healthcare and live in a secure environment.

Ensuring Access to Quality Education

CFCA projects provide diverse forms of education that build self esteem, leadership, 
creativity, and a voice to exercise children’s rights.  Education happens in classrooms, in 
community centers, on the streets, with paintbrushes and musical instruments, and over 
the airwaves. CFCA partners also ensure there are schools where there were none, or that 
have been lost due to conflict and natural disasters.

Achieving Environmental Health and Justice

Healthy communities are impossible without a healthy environment. CFCA partners are 
solving problems posed by environmental injustice and challenges such as natural disas-
ters and lack of access to water and sanitation. Diversity, preservation and preparedness 
are key principles in project design.

Supporting Indigenous Rights 

Change for Children’s work promoting indigenous rights is premised on a respect for and  
belief that indigenous communities possess the capacity to lead development processes 
that foster, preserve and build language, culture, knowledge and the environment.

Dr. Mark Chatenay and Dr. Sandra Diaz relax 

after a dental health workshop with local 

health promoters in Bosawas, Nicaragua. 

CFCA worked with Alberta-based organiza-

tion, Kindness in Action, to send 20 volunteer 

dentist professionals to provide basic dental 

care to communities in need. Connecting Ca-

nadians with international partners is part of 

our approach and vision.
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26 Alberta communities and 3500 youth participated in the 2007/08 Rural Roots: Communities in Action Project. In its fourth 
year this project has garnered recognition and reputation for supporting leadership skills, building activating participation, and 
building networks across the province.08  - CFCA Annual Report 2008



Tania Osejo Carillo (left), from CFCA part-

ner Centro Humboldt, visited Edmonton in 

February 2008 as a keynote speaker at the 

conference, Global Voices-Sharing Our Vision. 

She shared her insight on the Millennium De-

velopment Goals and progress that is being 

achieved in Americas as well as the impact of 

Centro Humboldt’s work.

Connecting for justice

Your work enables our student leaders from across Alberta the op-
portunity to participate in Rural Roots which will definitely change 
their “Lens” and “Re-Shape” not only their own, but our collective 
present day and futures. Please know your work makes the world a 
better place.

         - Grand Centre Composite High School Staff and Students 2008

2007/08 has been a year of achieving incredible results through sustained and creative 
programming.  Change for Children Education and Public Engagement Program involved 
more than thirty communities across Alberta and provided innovative and diverse means 
for involvement.

The challenge sent out to communities in Alberta this year was to Raise Your Voice, Change 
Your Lens and Shape Your World. Simple yet powerful concepts that called for active par-
ticipation in the realization of global justice and creation of healthy communities.

Rural Roots: Communities in Action, a key program at Change for Children, strengthens 
and supports the development of rural networks between communities working towards 
global justice. Communities sharing resources and ideas for global justice are actively 
working to put their “community on the map”, a 2007/08 campaign developed to showcase 
the contribution of Albertans to solutions.

This year also saw the granting of the inaugural Global Education Graduate Scholarship to 
Margarete Daugela and the beginning of a five year partnership with the Faculty of Educa-
tion at the University of Alberta. 

These results are possible because Change for Children creates the tools and means for 
long term involvement of Canadians.  If there were not clear and sustained opportunities 
then the 5000 individuals that became connected to justice this year alone, would not 
have done so because the programs that supported their active engagement, knowledge 
development, connection to international partners and leadership would not have existed.

Schools and educators who raised awareness and funds would not have done so if cam-
paigns such as the Change for Children Class Action program, which actively works with 
schools to improve global access to education, did not exist.

We need to continue to invest in learning and mobilizing the resources that allow for on-
going programming. Thank you for your support and active participation in the work that 
happens in Canada.  It is transforming lives, and creating much possibility.
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A group of outrageously talented youth volunteers in Edmonton produced NoSweat ‘07, one of the most energized shows of 
the year.   They raised over $10,000 to support the creative solutions CFCA partner FunARTE! is offering to children in Nicargua.10  - CFCA Annual Report 2008



Volunteers from Grant MacEwan College’s 

Project HOPE Team raised an impressive 

$50,000 before traveling to Nicaragua to sup-

port the building of a primary school in Esteli 

in partnership with CFCA.

Investing in solutions

The close of Change for Children’s 2007 fiscal year budget revealed over $1 million 
invested in community-based solutions to poverty and social injustice.  This investment 
represents the lively and exciting work of many individuals and communities who worked 
in partnership with Change for Children over the past year.

Valued individual donors maintained their support and many new donors came on board 
in response to the steady results and continued need demonstrated by our southern 
partners. Many supporters moved from making an individual contribution to mobilizing 
resources within their own networks with events like the 1st annual Joffrey Lupul Charity 
Golf tournament and NoSweat ’07.  Schools and classes found creative ways to fundraise, 
businesses found ways to raise contributions from their operations, and our Canadian-
based project partners extended their fundraising throughout the country. The result is 
much more than an increase in financial resources; it is the expansion of a vibrant and ac-
tive community sharing a positive vision.

New partnerships with funding agencies developed including The Body Shop Foundation, 
The Cloverleaf Foundation, and Christmas Future Foundation in addition to the continued 
support of CIDA and the Wildrose Foundation.  Our relationships with granting partners 
have been animated with active discussions about development practices, experience and 
impacts which has added knowledge equity to the value of each partner’s investment.

Internally, CFCA continued to invest in our fund management capacity with an account-
ing system overhaul guided by the counsel of a skilled Finance Committee.  This in-depth 
organizational work will allow us to efficiently maintain the transparent flow of resources 
that allow us  - funders, fundraisers, donors, educators, and southern community partners - 
to confidently work together towards achieving solutions to poverty and injustice. 

The collaborative community investment model that has developed over the past 33 years 
of CFCA’s history is a rich, lively and organic system generating not only resources to sup-
port initiatives in the south, but stronger and more informed and connected communities 
in the north.  This is our solution to achieving human dignity, healthy communities and 
global justice. 
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Financial information is for the period of April 1, 2007 through March 31, 2008. 
Information on this page was taken from unaudited financial statements. Copies of 
audited financial statements are available by request from Change for Children.

In addition to the generous support of hundreds of 
individuals, families, schools, congregations and small 
businesses, the work of Change for Children was assisted 
by contributions from: 

CFCA Contributors

Federal Government

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
Partnership Branch
NGO Project Facility
Stand Alone Public Engagement Fund
International Youth Internship Program

Provincial Government

Employment, Immigration and Industry-S.T.E.P Program
Wild Rose Foundation of Alberta (WRF)
International Development Program
 
Non-Government

Bishop Croteau Charitable Foundation
Body Shop Foundation
Christmas Future Foundation 
Cloverleaf Foundation
Flaman Foundation
Joffrey Lupul Charity Golf Team 
NoSweat 07 
Polycom
Queen Elizabeth High School
Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation
University of Alberta Lee Global Education Fund
Telus Community Engagement

Canadian Project Partner Organizations

Ainembabazi
CEBES-El Salvador Society of Edmonton
Chilean Canadian Community
Grant MacEwan’s Project Hope
Guatemala Solidarity Committee
Hands Across Africa
Kindness in Action
Tamarineh Society

Volunteers

Thank you for your partnership, Change for Children could 
not exist without the time, knowledge and skills you have 
given to the organization.

____________________________________

HUMAN DIGNITY, HEALTHY COMMUNITIES, GLOBAL JUSTICE

Change for Children is an Edmonton based organization 

that works in Latin America and Africa to achieve sustain-

able community development. Our global projects are de-

fined and implemented by our partners and are committed 

to gender equality, environmental justice and supporting 

indigenous perspectives.  In Canada our education program 

involves Canadians with the projects and issues of most 

pressing concern for our international partners.

Contribute to Solutions


